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Haytown is a thriving non-profit business, for which I
am the leader. It is my responsibility to: 

Manage all aspects of school operations: staffing,
finances, facilities management, curriculum
oversight, health & safety, and strategic planning. 
Develop and balance the budget ensuring resources
are properly allocated. I find ways to lessen
spending and increase revenue to maintain the
financial health of the business.  
Secure grants and fundraise. I seek out and create
opportunities to expand resources without placing
an additional burden on families. 
Ensure compliance with state, county and local
requirements. I am well-versed in school licensing,
health, safety, and educational protocols.  
Work with the Haytown Board. Together, we set
goals, evaluate progress, and ensure that Haytown
remains strong and successful. 
Lead the school through challenges. Through the
pandemic, I kept children learning, families
supported, and staff cared for. I approached those
circumstances with resilience, compassion, and
transparent communication, qualities I continue to
bring to my work every day.

My name is Jen Flood, and I am honored to be running for
the Tewksbury Township Board of Education. For the past
eleven years, my family and I have proudly called
Tewksbury our home. This community has been a great
place to raise our three children, who are now 15, 13, and
nine years old. 

Volunteering has allowed me to give back to the
community that gives so much to my family. I serve on the
Tewksbury Community Safety Subcommittee, helping to
ensure our public spaces remain safe and accessible. I was
also the parent representative on the Tewksbury Schools
Anti-Bullying Committee, advocating for the well-being of
our students.

Professionally, I’ve been the Director of Haytown Nursery
School for the past nine years. Haytown is a beloved 50-
year Tewksbury institution, and leading it brings me
immense joy.  It’s my pleasure to: 

Welcome new families and help them feel connected,
often serving as their first introduction to the town. 
Provide guidance and support to parents throughout
and after their preschool journey.
Guide an exceptional teaching staff who nurture
students’ social, emotional, physical, and academic
growth. The highest compliment is when elementary
school teachers say, “You can always tell a Haytown
child.”. 

@jen.flood.for.tewksbury.boe

mrsjenflood@gmail.comBallot 
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My Platform: 
This

inspires
me to run: 

Specials teachers belong in their classrooms, not on the sub roster.
Less technology, more traditional, hands-on, focus-building learning. 
Students and families need stronger support in the middle school  years
Executive Functioning skills are key to academic excellence. Executive
Functioning courses would equip and empower our children. 
It would be my privilege and honor to serve the community I love as a
member of the Tewksbury Board of Education. 

When schools are strong 
the whole community thrives. 

When decisions are sticky, stop and
think of the children. Moving forward

with their best interest at heart 
is the right course of action. 

Haytown has taught me many
valuable lessons. Two come to mind
as I run for the Board of Education: 

JEN FLOOD
For Our Children



Sandra Hoy-Weiberth 

As a twenty-five-year education professional and dedicated advocate, I am running for the Tewksbury 

Board of Education to ensure that every student has access to the resources and opportunities they 

need to thrive. Our children are not only the future of Tewksbury, but of our society as a whole. By 

investing in their education today, we are building a stronger, more resilient tomorrow. I’m ready to 

work hard for our students, families, and educators—and I humbly ask for your support on this 

journey.  

My education career has provided me with a wealth of experience that I apply in my role as a  

Tewksbury Board of Education member.  First, I began as a first-grade teacher for six years, then as 

an Elementary Assistant Principal, and finally as a Middle School Principal, Director of Curriculum & Instruction, and Director of 

Accountability.  

During my career, I earned a master’s degree in education from Kean University, along with a N.J. School Administrator Certificate, and 

I am a Certified Wilson Language Instructor.  This allowed me the ability to work in an education leadership role and expand upon my 

classroom positions and my prior employment in accounting and running a small business with my late husband. 

Alongside these roles, I managed important district-level responsibilities, including budgeting, Grants Coordinator, Anti-Bullying 

Coordinator, Testing Coordinator, Homeless Liaison, and Affirmative Action Officer.  Each of these roles required close collaboration 

with the BOE. I created and presented state-mandated reports during public BOE sessions, participated in curriculum review 

discussions, including budgeting and contributing to committee work. I also reported in executive sessions on HIB investigations and 

student hearings. These responsibilities provided me with direct experience in policy development, regulatory compliance, and 

governance procedures. 

Also, community involvement has always been a core value of mine. I proudly served as a Girl Scout Leader, Boy Scout Leader, CCD 

teacher, PTO President, and Softball Coach.  I am an active member of NJPSA, Tewksbury Historical Society, Women’s Club of 

Tewksbury Township, and Deutscher Club of Clark. Now that I have recently retired, I am excited to dedicate even more time and 

energy to serving the community I call home.    

Above all, my most important role is that of a parent.  I have been a resident of Hunterdon County for 19 years and a proud Tewksbury 

resident since 2013. My son graduated from Voorhees High School, and as a parent of four grown children—now established as a 

Clinical Psychologist, Chef de Cuisine, Product Design Manager, and Civil Engineer—and a grandparent to six.  As a parent and 

educator, I deeply appreciate the role strong schools play in shaping future success.   

My prior BOE involvement uniquely prepares me to serve as a board member, bringing both the perspective of an experienced 

educator and the commitment to ensuring that policy decisions remain student-centered, fiscally responsible, and transparent to the 

community.  These combined experiences have given me a well-rounded perspective on the needs of students, families, 

educators, and the realities of budgeting.  

I am passionate about building safe, supportive schools where every child feels empowered to think creatively, solve problems with 

confidence, and take bold risks. Watching students who once struggled achieve their goals is one of the greatest joys of my career and 

continues to inspire my leadership in education.  With a deep-rooted commitment to our community, my goal is to help create a 

comprehensive, forward-thinking, and supportive learning environment—one that empowers all students to become innovative thinkers, 

confident problem-solvers, and bold risk-takers. 

If elected, I will: 

● Ensure high-quality education for every student in a nurturing, safe, and student-centered environment. 
 

● Advocate for programs that support both academic achievement and personal growth, celebrating student strengths while 
encouraging continued success. 
 

● Foster a forward-thinking and supportive learning environment that empowers students to become innovative thinkers, 
confident problem-solvers, and resilient risk-takers. 
 

● Promote fiscal responsibility and transparency in school spending and curriculum decisions, keeping students the top 
priority in today’s challenging economy. 
 

● Build strong partnerships among parents, teachers, students, and administrators to support the well-being of all children. 
 

● Respect the rights of families and their values while ensuring schools remain positive, inclusive spaces for learning. 
 

● Work to create an environment where every student can thrive and bring my vision and experience to strengthen our 
schools. 
 

Knowledge and Experience. Building Tomorrow, Together. 



Susanne Jardinella 

Leadership and Progress in Tewksbury Schools 
As a two-term member and current president of the Tewksbury school board, I am 
proud of the significant accomplishments we have achieved during my tenure. Our 
schools have embraced a mindset focused on continuous improvement, thanks to the 
commitment and professionalism of our staff, which includes the Hunterdon County 
Superintendent of the Year. We have launched impactful programs such as LEADS, a leadership development 
initiative that emphasizes the importance of critical thinking, communication, and collaboration among students. 
Our efforts to connect with the community have been fruitful. We invited the Tewksbury First Aid squad into our 
schools to impart essential emergency management skills to students, and our students had the opportunity to 
participate in the Hunterdon County 9-11 memorial service. Through prudent fiscal management, we also 
succeeded in preventing an increase in the tax levy, despite facing historically high inflation in costs. 
 
Current Challenges and Future Goals 
While we have made considerable progress, there is still much work to be done. We are riding a wave of 
unprecedented momentum, but several challenges lie ahead. Teacher contracts are up for renewal. The outcome 
of our bond referendum, inherited from the prior board leadership, is pending.  Safety and security remain a 
primary concern.   Shifting demographics makes planning uncertain. Our students continue to recover from the 
learning loss caused by COVID-19.  Inflationary pressure on our finances persist. These challenges affect our staff, 
parents, community, and, most importantly, our students. 
 
Personal Background 
I was born and raised in NJ and graduated from Ramapo College. My husband and I met during his final year at 
West Point and together we have lived in several states, both as an Army family and in pursuit of other 
opportunities. In 2014, after spending several years near San Francisco, we decided to make Tewksbury our 
permanent home, drawn by its people, way of life, and suitability as a place to raise our two children. 
 
My daughter, a Voorhees graduate, now manages a laboratory at Houston Methodist and lives near Galveston, TX, 
with her husband, a US Coast Guardsman, and my two grandchildren. I am especially grateful that she has been 
cancer-free for two years. My son, currently a sophomore at Voorhees, attended Tewksbury schools from 
kindergarten through graduation. He faced a challenging surgery early in his time at TES, which gave us firsthand 
experience with the support available for children with special needs. 
 
I manage operations for a local company, overseeing warehouse management, shipping, billing, and invoicing. 
Community service is a core value for me, and I strive to make a meaningful impact through volunteering. My 
experience includes coaching junior and high school soccer teams, serving as a substitute teacher, and chairing the 
cub scout committee for Oldwick Pack 199. I also enjoy traveling, scuba diving, and sailing, and am a devoted pet 
parent to Yuma, a retired military working dog whose lively spirit continues to enrich our lives. 
 
Commitment to Our Schools and Community 
I am dedicated to continuing my leadership and service because I firmly believe that our schools are the greatest 
assets for Tewksbury residents. While their primary mission is to educate our children, our schools are a vital 
centerpiece for our community. My priorities and values include: 
• Partnering with parents, teachers, and students to prioritize the well-being of students above all else. 
• Fostering a safe and supportive environment where every child feels secure and can mature at their own pace. 
• Nurturing our children to become productive members of our community. 
• Ensuring transparency in curriculum, culture, and values. 
• Respecting the rights and values of families, so our schools remain places of learning.  
• Maximizing the return on our tax investment by remaining frugal and focused on our educational mission. 



Faith Black Ross 
 

Hello Tewksbury Residents!  
 
My name is Faith Black Ross. I grew up here in 
Tewksbury (proud graduate of the OTS Class 
of 1995) and moved back to town four years 
ago with my husband and nine-year-old son, 
Charlie, and our two mischievous black labs. I 
am thrilled to see my son thrive in the same 
school district where I spent many happy years 
and where my mother taught for over thirty 
years. I am a book editor and make use of my 
flexible schedule to carve out free time to 
volunteer in the schools and local community.  
 
For the past three years, I have been a board member and Vice-President of the Tewksbury 
Education Foundation, where I work closely with teachers and administrators at both schools 
to help bring innovative and enriching programs to both TES and OTS and meet regularly with 
representatives from both schools to hear about what their needs are. I also volunteer one day 
a week at the TES library as well as volunteer with the PTA for things like the Holiday Shop 
and the Scholastic Book Fair. I am a member of the Tewksbury Library Friends where I help 
fundraise and provide programming for our wonderful town library and everyone who uses it. I 
regularly attend Board of Education meetings to make sure I am informed on what is 
happening in our schools and so I will be well prepared if I am fortunate enough to secure a 
seat on the board myself.  
 
I’m running for a seat on the Board of Education to help ensure that our schools are the best 
they can possibly be, to work within our budget, and find ways to implement all the goals that 
our teachers, administrators, parents, and community have for the school system, such as 
those outlined in the Strategic Planning Process the district undertook last year and which I 
was proud to be a part of. I want to ensure that our schools are a place where all of our 
children have every opportunity possible to not just survive, but thrive. The Tewksbury school 
system holds a special place in my heart and has been a huge part of my family for the past 
forty years, and I want to help it continue to be a special place for other students and families 
for many more years to come. 



Jessica Russo 
1.  Why are you running for the BOE?​ 
My motivation to run for Tewksbury Township Board of Education can be 
broken into two parts.  First, my deep belief in staying curious and 
learning to grow.  I believe our children’s education is a profound 
gift—one that nurtures their growth and prepares them to become the 
future leaders of our community. During my own formative years growing 
up in local Flanders NJ, my mother was an English middle school 
teacher, and my father was an adjunct professor – thus education was 
embedded in me at a young age as a focal point. My personal 
investment in the success of our school community is rooted in being a 
Tewksbury parent of three children who have been or are currently 
enrolled in our PK–8 community. Secondly, I believe in our civic duties to 
serve our communities to the best of our abilities; volunteering is a 
counter stone in our family’s foundation.  In our family of 5, we 
encourage, nurture, and support each other in our endeavors to provide 
a betterment to our community. You can often find me coaching Jr. Vikes 
cheerleaders at Voorhees High School or teaching CCD at St. Luke’s Church.  I have also supported my children 
in volunteering at our Tewksbury Harvest or more recently at the Heart of Haytown Cancer Walk.  Giving back to 
our community strengths our respect for each other and investment in bettering our future together.  
 
2.  Why are you qualified? 
I am a proud Tewksbury parent and someone who has always believed in the power of curiosity and lifelong 
learning. Education has been a cornerstone of my life since childhood. Growing up in Flanders, NJ, I was 
surrounded by it — my mom was a middle school English teacher, and my dad taught as an adjunct professor. 
Their passion for learning shaped who I am today. Now, as a parent of three children who have been part of our 
PK–8 school community (with Old Turnpike School graduation years of 2023, 2026, and 2029!), I’m deeply 
invested in the success of our schools — not just for my family, but for every child in our township. Professionally, 
I’ve spent 20 years leading global Research & Development project portfolios in the innovation space. This 
experience supports me in knowing how to plan strategically, manage budgets responsibly, and communicate 
transparently with diverse stakeholders. These are the same skills I want to bring to our Board of Education — to 
help ensure our schools are not only well-run but also inspiring places to learn and grow. I believe our children’s 
education is one of the greatest gifts we can give them. It’s what prepares them to become thoughtful, capable 
leaders in our community and beyond. I’m running for Tewksbury Township Board of Education because I want 
to help shape an educational environment that supports every child’s potential and reflects the values and hopes 
of the families who call Tewksbury home. 

3. What is your platform? 
Excellence in Curriculum & Instruction 
·   Advocate for higher academic standards across all grade levels 
·   Support differentiated instruction, early literacy intervention, and math/science enrichment 
·   Promote regular academic reviews, stakeholder surveys, and focus groups to ensure curriculum remains 

responsive and effective 
Strategic & Transparent Planning 
·     Champion and action against long-term strategic planning that aligns with community needs and future 

growth 
·   Emphasize and improve transparent communication between the Board, educators, and families 
·   Leverage over 20 years of project management experience to guide planning and execution 
Fiscal Responsibility & Community Engagement 
·    Prioritize tiered budgeting and grant pursuit to maximize resources without overburdening taxpayers 
·   Encourage inclusive parental involvement and multiple avenues of engagement to ensure all voices are 

heard 
·   Lead with a spirit of volunteerism and civic duty, modeling active participation for students and families alike 

(Continue on next page) 



 
 
J. Russo continued 
 
4.  What has been your level of involvement with the BOE in the past? 
My level of involvement with the BOE in the past has been high as I have been an active parental and 
community participant since 2021.  As a parent deeply invested in our children’s future. I’ve attended meetings 
with my youngest daughter in tow, even when they overlapped with bedtime. She’d often fall asleep on my lap 
while I listened, because staying informed and involved was — and still is — important to our family. While it may 
be untraditional to skip bedtime routines, it was important to my family that we stay active in BOE meetings to 
understand firsthand what was being discussed and decided regarding our children’s education. Education 
decisions affect all of us, and I believe in showing up, even when it’s not convenient.  
  
5. Are you affiliated with any other local groups as a member or volunteer? 
I was privileged to serve as the Tewksbury PTA Treasurer during the 2021–22 school year, demonstrating my 
commitment to fiscal responsibility and parental engagement. I am also a Voorhees Jr. Vikes Cheerleading 
coach and have been an active catechist with our parishes since 2016, modeling service and leadership for my 
family and community.  Within our Tewksbury community, I am a member of the Tewksbury Historical Society.  
Finally I am involved in my professional career in Employee Resource Groups (ERG) such as SOAR (raise 
awareness for and support individuals with disabilities) and HER (empowering women in their professional 
development). 

6. What are you passionate about? 
I am passionate about lifelong learning and civic engagement.  The importance of education – starts with a 
strong foundation in their younger years and then can become a lifelong pursuit based on positive experiences.  
My decision to run for Tewksbury Township Board of Education is rooted in a deep belief in civic duty and the 
transformative power of learning.  Also, I am passionate about ensuring high standards in curriculum and 
instruction, advocating for early literature intervention, differentiated instruction, and enrichment in STEM.  I 
would like to have every child have access to a strong academic foundation.  
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